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STUDENT PLEDGE HANDBOOK

Dear Dental Student:

Welcome to Alpha Omega!  This booklet is designed to familiarize you

with the Fraternity, its history and its goals.  We want to give you some information

about how Alpha Omega can be of assistance to you during dental school and

after graduation.

Your student chapter of Alpha Omega is one of almost fifty chapters at dental

schools throughout the world.  With the Alumni chapters, this creates a world-wide

network of members ready to speak out on mutual concerns; provide support where

necessary and serve as contacts, friends and colleagues throughout your career.

Alpha Omega provides an organizational base for the Jewish dentist through its

basic tenets of Judaism, Professionalism and Fraternalism.  We welcome your

membership!

ALPHA OMEGA INTERNATIONAL DENTAL FRATERNITY

500 Alpha Omega International Dental Fraternity

191 Clarksville Rd.

Princeton Junction NJ 08550

Phones:
1-800-677-8468 or (609) 799-6000

Fax: (609) 799-7032

Email:
headquarters@ao.org
Website:  www.ao.org
History

Members of the Jewish Faith have been practitioners of dentistry since the beginning of the nineteenth century.  The early dentist were products of the preceptorial method or institutional graduates and had learned their dentistry either in Europe or in the leading cities of America.  The drive for education was innate in the Jew.  It was the dream of every poor Jewish ghetto dweller to see that their sons became doctors and their daughters teachers.

Despite the nobility of these sentiments, there existed an undemocratic attitude towards minority groups at the graduate level of education.  This was so, particularly in the professions and most markedly in medicine and dentistry.  Men of Jewish faith with patience and perseverance completed their dental education undaunted by anti-Jewish feelings whether from student body or faculty.  However, after the turn into the twentieth century, it became evident that only be concerted effort on the part of a unified group could anything resembling fair play be effected.

The founding of Alpha Omega Fraternity was the result of this need – the need for the Jewish student in the dental school to seek mutual assistance, to foster self-improvement and to repel the undemocratic policies allowed to exist on the dental campus.

Provoked by the unjustifiable discrimination against them in the Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery in Philadelphia, a few Jewish students banded together in 1907, to protect their interests, to study collectively and to foster a genuine fraternal spirit by assisting one another in their scholastic endeavors.  This group call itself “Ramach”  which represents in Hebrew the two hundred and forty eight parts of the human body.  This original “Ramach” organization was the forerunner of Alpha Omega.

Shortly thereafter, another Jewish group with similar objectives, known as Alpha Omega, was organized in Baltimore.  To further strengthen the concept of unification and broaden its sphere, these two groups amalgamated in December, 1909, as the Alpha Omega Fraternity; the Philadelphia group became known as the Ramach Chapter and the Baltimore group as the Zeta Chapter – the first two chapters in Alpha Omega.

From this humble beginning, with its modest objectives, our organization began to grow and prosper.  The creation of the Pi chapter at the University of Toronto, in 1921, imparted international stature to the fraternity.  Amalgamation and expansion continued as we absorbed the Alpha Zeta Gamma Fraternity, the Mt. Sinai Dental Society, the Gilead Dental Society, three groups in Israel, as well as numerous additional undergraduate and alumni chapters, extending our perimeters to Israel, Europe and England

History (continued)

Periodic requests from dental students at schools where no chapter of Alpha Omega existed led to the establishment of a National Undergraduate Chapter in 1956, an open proclamation to all that no individual who is qualified and interested need be denied the opportunities of Alpha Omega.  The year 1957 also marked the fiftieth anniversary of our formation which was fittingly commemorated at the Golden Age Convention in Baltimore which honored the founding fraters of the fraternity.

While we were formed as a means of combating and eradicating anti-Jewish actions, we became increasingly cognizant of other prevailing discriminatory barriers.  To demonstrate our belief that prejudice, in any form, is contrary to true fraternalism, we altered our constitution to extend membership to “any male of sound mind and good character.”  Thereby making Alpha Omega a non-sectarian organization.  Our total objective was finally realized when, in 1972, the “male” was stricken from our qualification for membership.

Today, Alpha Omega is organized into more that 125 student and alumni chapters and is truly international in scope.  The fraternity is recognized widely as representing more than 18,000 professional men and women and, within this membership, numerous individuals, dental educators and researchers, have greatly aided the promotion and advancement of the profession.
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The coat-of-arms of Alpha Omega was designed and officially adopted at the 1918 convention in Philadelphia.  This coat-of-arms is symbolic of the ideals of our fraternity.  It is formed around a shield, in the upper right-hand corner of which is the six-pointed star called the Star of David, together with the Hebrew letters transliterated as “Ramach” which indicate the Jewish character of the organization.  In the lower right-hand corner is placed a book with a microscope, representing a search for knowledge.  In the upper left-hand corner is placed a lighted vessel, significant of the quest for wisdom.  This is symbolic of the ancient days of chivalry.  In the lower left-hand corner are placed the scales representing justice.  In the center of the shield is placed a replica of the fraternity pin and the wreath surrounding the whole is significant of peace and brotherhood.  In the lower portion of the crest is a parchment upon which are written the words “Harmonia, Amore et Veritas,” Harmony, Love and Truth, characteristic of the activities of Alpha Omega.

THE CREED

Alpha Omega is an international dental fraternity, the members of which are selected on the basis of scholarship, character, leadership and personality.

The objectives of the fraternity are to promote the profession of dentistry; to establish, foster and develop high standards of scholarship, leadership and character; to inculcate a spirit of fellowship amongst all its members; to create and bind together a body of professional people, who, by scholarly attainments, faithful service and the maintenance of ethical ideals and principles, have achieved distinction, unity in action and accomplishment of ideals; to commend all worthy deeds, and if fraternal welfare demands, to call and counsel with its members; to accept, sponsor and develop the cultural and traditional achievements of our faith; to build within our fraternity a triangle, the base of which is Judaism, the supporting sides, Professionalism and Fraternalism.

The Alpha Omega International Dental Fraternity is dedicated to the following purposes:

1. To be “The Voice of the Jew in Dentistry”,

2. To be “The Voice of Dentistry in all problems

concerned with the Jewish fate”,

3. To uphold “The Image of the Jew in Dentistry”,

4. To fight discrimination on admissions to dental schools;

in the graduation of dental students from their respective

schools; in procedures of licensing boards; in organized

dentistry; and in the practice of dentistry.

STATEMENT OF MEMBERSHIP POLICY OF ALPHA OMEGA

Our great Fraternity was founded in 1907 as a Jewish organization with its prime purpose to combat anti-semitism in the field of Dentistry.  This was specifically aimed at admission to Dental School and standings in organized Dentistry.

Our efforts through the years have been successful and we have been able to make ourselves know in all aspects of Dentistry.

Today, we are a non-sectarian organization with the base of our “triangle of concerns” being Judaism.  – We are non-discriminatory.

THE ALPHA OMEGA FOUNDATION

The Foundation represents the consolidation of our various Alpha Omega funds and projects, as well as our organizational and individual efforts, into a single, distinct corporation of which each active Alpha Omegan is a part.  The Foundation collects, holds, invests and disburses funds for all our educational, scientific and charitable purposes.  As the function and the image of our Foundation continues to grow in the eyes of the profession, the community and the world, so has the stature and authority of our Fraternity expanded.  If fraternalism is looked upon as the spirit of accomplishment on behalf of one’s fellowman, then the Foundation must be the spirit of Alpha Omega.

The Alpha Omega Foundation has raised funds for the establishment and maintenance of dental schools at both Hebrew University and Tel Aviv University, grants to deserving institutions, post-graduate research grants and many special projects throughout the years.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

I. LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Alumni
Unaffiliated
Unaffiliated
Student

Chapters
Alumni
Student
Chapters



Members
Members

International Council

II. EXECUTIVE BRANCH

International Steering Committee  -

President, President-Elect, Treasurer, Editor, Secretary, Immediate Past President, 

2 Student Officers, Executive Director

International Executive Board  -

All of the above plus six elected Trustees



(administers policy)

III. JUDICIAL BRANCH

Justices  -

3 Immediate Past Presidents

ALPHA OMEGA FRATERNITY – INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS

· International President

(One year term)

· International President-Elect
(One year term)

· International Treasurer

(Three year term)

· International Secretary

(Three year term)

· International Editor

(Three year term)

· Immediate Past President

(One year term)

· 2 - International Student Officers
(One year terms)

· 6 – International Trustees

(Three year rotating terms)

· International Marshal

(One year term)

· International Deputy Marshal
(One year term)

· Regents (1 per geographic area)
(Elected annually)

ALPHA OMEGA FOUNDATION – OFFICERS

· Chairman



(Two year term)

· Vice-Chairman


(Two year term)

· Secretary



(Two year term)

· Treasurer



(Two year term)

· Immediate Past Chairman

· 6 - Members-at-Large

(Three year rotating terms)

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO STUDENT MEMBERS

For more information about these, or any Alpha Omega program, contact your alumni chapter, the chairman of that program (listed in the Alpha Omega Newsletter), the Regent in your area or the International Headquarters office.

Big Brother/Big Sister Program

1. Student to Student – Most chapters assign an experienced dental student to serve as a Big Brother/Big Sister to an incoming student.  Your Big Brother/Big Sister will help you become acclimated to the school, assist with any problems and generally be available for advice and guidance.

2. Alumni to Student – The Alumni Chapter in the area will plan functions with the students, assign alumni advisors to the chapter, be available to assist you in getting to know the community, be available to answer professional questions and to support the needs of the students.  Students can look to the Alumni Chapter for help with State Boards, with getting situated in the community at large and the Jewish community in particular, with counseling on future practice and with any problems the student may have.  Students will be invited to attend Alumni functions, usually at a reduced rate.

Conventions

Alpha Omega’s annual convention is held in December of each year during winter break.  Student chapters are encouraged to send delegates (at a reduced rate) to participate in the formulation of Fraternity policy and to elect the two student representatives to the International Steering Committee.  The convention represents the finest example of Fraternalism and camaraderie that Alpha Omega has to offer with members coming from around the globe to learn, socialize and build for the future together.

Volunteers in Israel

Dentists from the United States, Canada and Europe volunteer to staff clinics on a monthly basis.  Students may volunteer as dental assistants or may volunteer as dentist following graduation.

Externship/Office Visitation Program

Designed to help students experience a dental office first hand, and to have the ability to observe and question a practicing dentist, the Externship Program matches students with alumni members in various locations and specialties for visits.  Students are frequently provided with a home to stay in and a transportation subsidy.

Grades and involvement in student chapter activities are criteria for selection.  The program is presently run in North America, Europe, Israel and Australia.  The Office Visitation Program is similar to the Externship Program but run in the same city as your student chapter.

Associate Program

Upon graduation, many new dentists frequently decide to become an associate in an established office rather than do post-graduate work or establish their own practice.  If such is their desire, Alpha Omega will attempt to match then with dentists who are in need of an associate in their office.

Residency Assistance

Alpha Omega will help senior students in obtaining an interview at their first choice location for a Residency/Post Graduate Program.  The Fraternity also distributes materials which provide guidelines on interview techniques, resume preparation and general information regarding application for Residency programs.  This can be requested from International Headquarters during the student’s third year.

Relationship With Alumni Members

Membership in Alpha Omega affords a dental student the unique opportunity of getting to know practicing dentists on an intimate basis and of being exposed to the profession in a very different manner.  Student members have the chance to visit alumni members’ offices, question alumni members on various aspects of practice, receive help in all areas of their studies and participate in a world-wide network of people who care.  Additionally, the friendships made in Alpha Omega during one’s student years will carry over into alumni life and become a part of that network – giving to dental students that which was received an relating to members throughout the world.
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