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Alpha Omega Made Ridiculously Simple











Dear New Initiate,





     This informative packet entitled "Alpha Omega Made Ridiculously Simple" is a short  explanation of what AO offers you.  We hope that you will request the individual manuals that are available.  A brief description of all the programs is outlined in the following pages.  If you need any assistance or have any questions about this material, please call International Headquarters, the International Student Officers or the Student Foundation Representative whose numbers are listed on the following page.  Alpha Omega is eagerly encouraging your involvement.





Fraternally,





The Alpha Omega International Dental Fraternity
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HOW DO I REACH YOU??











2003 Student Foundation Representative





	Jennifer Maslocha


	908 Oakland


	Ann Arbor, MI  48104





	Phone:  586-321-2395


	E-Mail:  jmasloch@umich.edu








2003 International Student Representatives (ISRs)





	





	Andrea Heckler					Jason Streem


	5070 Ponsard Ave.				1133 Nielsen Ct. #4


	Montreal, Quebec				Ann Arbor, MI 48105


	Canada H3W 2A7


	(514) 481-3289					(216)650-0393


	cell - (514) 774-0116				streem@umich.edu


	� HYPERLINK "http://us.f208.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=angeheckler@hotmail.com&YY=64601&order=down&sort=date&pos=0&view=a&head=b" �angeheckler@hotmail.com�


	











International Headquarters





Alpha Omega International Dental Fraternity


191 Clarksville Rd.


Princeton Junction NJ 08550





Phones:	1-800-677-8468 or (609) 799-6000


Fax:		(609) 799-7032


Email:		� HYPERLINK mailto:headquarters@ao.org ��headquarters@ao.org�


Website:	� HYPERLINK http://www.ao.org ��www.ao.org�
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     The purpose of this information is to make the student member aware of all the programs that AO offers to its members.  It is our hope that you will read this short 


explanation of our programs and then request additional information on specific programs that interest you and your fellow chapter members.





     The following is a list of information on programs available to students:





Externship Information


Practice and Associate Registry Information


Directory of Post Graduate Programs


Post Graduate Program Manual


Associateship Manual


Big Brother/Big Sister Program Manual


Membership Brochure


Chapter President Manual


Pledge Manual


Rush Manual


Student Convention Guide


How to Start Your Own Chapter


International Student Officer Guide








     In the following pages, all of these programs will be briefly outlined for you.  Please call the International Headquarters in Warrendale, Pennsylvania if you need any assistance.  The phone number is 1-800-677-8468.  Alpha Omega is here for you.  The students are the future of  this organization and these programs and manuals were designed to encourage your participation and to stimulate  your involvement in AO.
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Alpha Omega has two Internet connections. 








First, we have a home page on the World Wide Web. It has a section specifically for dental students.  Check it out at:





http://www.ao.org








For a direct connection to our International Headquarters, the e-mail address is as follows:


headquarters@ao.org
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What Exactly Does Alpha Omega International


Do For Me Anyway?








     Applying for postgraduate or residency programs can be one of the most difficult challenges in dental school.   Alpha Omega wants to help you, and we have two publications to do just that.


     Before you even start to apply, send  for  the  Postgraduate Program 


Manual.  This guide is designed to help you navigate through the maze of applying to general practice and specialty programs.   Covered  topics include   how  to  create  a Curriculum   Vitae  and   goal statement and what to look for in deciding which program is right for you.  There is a section on what kinds of questions you can expect to be asked during an interview, and what questions YOU  should  be  asking  your interviewer.  This manual is a must for the junior  student  considering  or applying to programs.


     Once you know what you are








Associateship Assistance





Alpha Omega recognizes that one of the best membership benefits it can offer   its fraters is associateship matching. Our Practice and Associate Registry is Alpha  Omega's  newest, and probably to student members, the most  inviting  program. 





Students looking for associateships and  alumni seeking associates,  partners or buyers are encouraged to place free ads. The ads may contain the frater’s name and phone number, or can be assigned a confidential code number. This is a phenomenal program and a great benefit to the new graduate or young dentist.  More information and current listings may  be  obtained  by  calling Headquarters.





Before you start looking for your first job, make sure you obtain the Associateship Manual to give you a better understanding about practice atmosphere. The manual identifies the benefits of associateships from the point of view of both owner and associate and spells out pros and cons   of   entering   into   an associateship.   It also suggests questions you should ask and be prepared for during the interviewing process  and  what  types  of considerations     should     be addressed in your contract.  This guide can be an invaluable asset in your job search. 





Externships Offer Excitement and Experience!





Alpha Omega offers an Externship Program like no other organization. As


an extern, you are given the opportunity to spend two weeks in another city in the United States, Canada, Europe, Israel or Australia observing some of the finest clinicians around. Externships take place between your third and fourth year, and are a great chance to get out of clinic and see what REAL dentistry is all about. 





You'll come back enthused about your future and ready to jump back into senior year. A $250 stipend is given to offset travel expenses, and most host cites try to extend the hospitality of housing. Applications are due in February of your third year. Preference is given to those applicants who have shown activity in Alpha Omega. You request the city you'd prefer (no guarantees) along with references from your chapter president and alumni. Watch your mail for the application, or request one from Headquarters.





Help Me, I'm Applying for Residency!
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Running a Successful Chapter





Big Brothers And Big Sisters


     The benefits of a Big Brother/Big Sister Program are numerous.  It is an excellent way to improve relations with your alumni chapter which can in turn improve personal relationships.  Many students who have participated in this program have ended up working at their Big Brother's office as an assistant during school, or as an associate after graduation.  If your chapter does not currently have a Big Brother Program in conjunction  with an Alumni Chapter, or you'd like some tips on how to improve your current program, the Big Brother/Big Sister  Program manual is for you.


     The manual describes the objectives of the program and how  to initiate one, with tips on communicating with the local alumni.  It offers suggestions for program events and  topics including some that have already been successfully 


used by other chapters.  If your chapter doesn't have a good Big Brother/Big Sister Program, you're missing out!  


Call Headquarters to order this guide and get started on better alumni relations today.





Help for Chapter Presidents





If you're a chapter president, you NEED this manual.  You  should have gotten it from the previous president, but if  you didn't, call HQ and get it now.  It begins with an  introduction to AO and the Creed, history, membership policies, organizational structure, the AO  Foundation, and  much more--all the things that your members will expect you to explain to them.  It will help explain how your  chapter should function from officer positions and duties,  to the agendas and the parliamentary procedures which can make your meetings successful.  Directions for ordering needed supplies (such as certificates and senior diplomas) are  given.  Help yourself and your chapter by taking the time  to read through this manual and increase your knowledge of  Alpha Omega.





RushRushRush





This manual is a must for all Rush Chairmen, Chapter Presidents and all those wishing to participate in the Rush Program.  It gives a description of what a Rush Program is designed to accomplish.  It has a sample rush letter that should go out to all of the incoming freshmen before they arrive at your dental school, along with a follow-up letter to be sent once they have settled in school.  Also included is an AO survival manual to help "new" students get accustomed to dental school. Finally,  there is an invaluable list of activities that other  schools have done as successful Rush functions including a sample Rush calendar to assist with timing. 





Wanted: Student Without a Chapter





     If you are an International Student Member reading this, 


this section is for you.  An International Student member 


is a frater who is in a school where there is no chapter.  


The member belongs only to Alpha Omega International and 


is considered to be a member of the International Student 


Chapter for purposes of determining Convention delegates 


and funding.  (There is a similar chapter called the 


International Alumni Chapter.)   Members have the same 


rights and privileges as all other fraters.


     If there are enough interested students in your school to 


start a chapter of your own (7 is the minimum number of 


members per chapter), Alpha Omega wants to talk to you.   


A manual is available from Headquarters outlining 


everything you always wanted to know about being a founder 


of an Alpha Omega chapter.  Contact HQ to receive the 


guide and to receive a list of the current International 


Alumni and Student Officers who will be happy to help you.  





Fund-raising


We all know that every chapter needs money to function, and it's nice to get some of that money from sources other than member dues.  Fundraising for your chapter can be frustrating, but Alpha Omega can help with ideas.  Contact your Student Foundation Representative for details on current fundraising projects.
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Beyond Your Local Chapter





The highlight  of  the  Alpha  Omega  year  is 


undoubtedly the International Convention.  It is held 


every year between December 25th and January 1st in a different city. Past locations include Atlanta, Toronto, 


Israel and Florida. The next several years will all be warm weather locations.  Ask any one who has ever been to 


one, it is a great time, and is the best place to find out 


what fraternalism is really all about. You'll make friends


 you'll keep a lifetime, and  make invaluable contacts, especially if you're planning to change cities after


 graduation.





Your chapter is entitled to one to three voting delegates depending on your chapter size.  These delegates are members of and attend the meetings of the International Council, which is the decision making body of the entire Fraternity. Attendees who are not delegates may also 


attend the meetings, and may also be designated as alternate delegates. The International Fraternity (as of this writing) funds each student chapter with two airfares to 


the Convention city. There is often funding available from your local alumni chapter, student chapter or regency.





Once you have signed up for Convention (or if you just want more information about how a Convention works), a





the International Convention.


     If an  extremely  high  level  of involvement of Alpha Omega is what you are looking for, this may be a job for you. It is a hard job, but


the    rewards   are   endless. Candidates are required to have attended at least 


�


one International


Convention, Leadership Seminar or


other    approved    International sponsored function.  Since it is a 


calendar year position, and the ISR


must be a student, students cannot


run at the Convention during their


senior year. If this is a position that


interests you, contact the current


ISRs  or  the  Student  Affairs Chairman to learn more. 














Convention and Leadership Seminar





I’m So Committed, I Ought to Be Committed!





     In Alpha Omega, we don't just pay lip service to our students.  Unlike other organizations,  our student members  are  considered  FULL members, with the exact rights and privileges of alumni (only the dues are less).   In fact, our Steering Committee  (the  highest  elected officials in Alpha Omega, including the International President and other officers)    has   two   student representatives as full members. The  two  International  Student Representatives, (ISRs) are elected each year for one year terms at the International Convention, and meet with the entire  Steering Committee at Convention and during the year.


     The purpose of the ISRs is to keep in close contact with the student chapters and to motivate them to become stronger. They are the voice  of  the  students  on  the International Executive Board, and thus act as an important liaison. The ISRs are also responsible to conduct two student Leadership Seminars at locations throughout North America, and to conduct the student business and educational sessions at  








package will be sent to you outlining the schedule, the organization of AO on an International level, and the procedures followed during the council sessions.





The Student Leadership Seminars are another yearly highlight of AO featuring weekend gatherings of students from many different dental schools from neighboring states. ALL Alpha Omega students are invited and encouraged to attend, and are usually offered a subsidized trip. There are two seminars scheduled every year, and the events are held in different cities to allow more students to benefit from this experience.   During the days, there are presentations and discussions on topics relating to students and our questions and concerns. Several local and internationally elected alumni attend, but don't be fooled ... these events are fully run by


students for students! These seminars will give you an excellent introduction into the world of Alpha Omega outside your dental school.


  


You don't want to miss these events of a lifetime. We look forward to seeing you soon!








    Another position of involvement at


the international level is that of


Student Foundation Representative. 


This person is also elected by the students at the International Convention.  The purpose of this position is to represent the student interests as a voting member of the Board of the Alpha Omega  Foundation,   which   is   the philanthropic arm of Alpha Omega.


     The Student Foundation Rep usually


runs at least one fund-raiser during


the International Convention so the


students   can   contribute   to


Foundation. Any student interested


in this position should have a strong


interest in Alpha Omega and its


philanthropies and a background in


fund raising.


     For more info, call AO Headquarters.














Reach Out





Alpha Omega members’ commitment to each other begins before enrollment in the Fraternity.  Some of you may have experienced Alpha Omega’s newest student program “AO Reach Out.”  “Reach Out” matches pre-dental students with AO members at dental schools to which they are applying or at which they are interviewing.  Our members are available for every part of the application process, from inquiring phone calls to providing accommodations while the applicant visits for an interview.  We have all been through the agonizing process and spending just a few minutes with a present student can really make things a lot easier.  Volunteers from almost every dental school in North America are ready to help.  





If you know any friends or relatives who are thinking of or  applying to dental schools, have them call Headquarters and ask how “Reach Out’ can help them.  Applicants will be contacted by the ISRs who will pass on information about the schools of interest and the names of AO members who are ready to help.  From the moment a career in dentistry is chosen, AO becomes a part of your life. 





If you would like to be a volunteer in this program, call your ISRs.





By donating $18, you will receive a Chai Club pin to display at AO events, and be eligible for raffle prizes given away at a special cocktail party for Chai Club members at the International Convention.  Each year student Chai Club members designate a fundraising project, and at the end of the campaign present the money raised to the entire International Council at Convention.  





JOIN THE CHAI CLUB





THE ALPHA OMEGA FOUNDATION


Alpha Omega’s philanthropic arm, the Alpha Omega Foundation, provides funding for many worthy causes.  With separate branches in Canada, Europe, Israel, South Africa and the US, the Foundation is dedicated to the advancement of dental education, research and care for all.  The Foundation relies on its members to continue its efforts around the world, and this means a commitment by student members as well.  The Foundation is the founder of Hebrew University Hadassah School of Dental Medicine, supports Tel Aviv University School of Dental Medicine, and actively supports many special projects and clinics in Israel, Russia, Mexico, South Africa, Hungary, the US, Canada, and many more countries around the world.  It is the Foundation’s accomplishments that give AO recognition as an organization whose members are committed to reaching out to the needs of dental care, education and research... throughout the world.





As a member of a student chapter, you can be proud of the Foundation’s accomplishments.  Aside from fundraising for the Foundation at the chapter level, your Student Foundation Representative organizes a project every year to raise funds on a national scale.  From t-shirts to coffee mugs, to sweatshirts to umbrellas, every year something new is available for purchase at the student seminars and annual International Convention.  Contact your Student Foundation Representative for more information.  
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE











VALUABLE COUPON





Good for up to THREE YEARS reduced Alumni dues in Alpha Omega International immediately following graduation. 





Bearer to pay student dues as alumni dues for each year of paid-up student membership. Please present this coupon to your Alumni chapter Treasurer.





Name ______________________ Student Chapter ________________


For more info, call AO Headquarters at 1-800-MRS-TINT





And now...a message from your sponsor...


WE WANT YOU! Just a reminder to join your friendly alumni chapter when you graduate. We'd also be happy to help get you settled in your new location after graduation or when you finish your postgraduate program, but we need to know where you are. Please contact Headquarters with your new address as soon as you know it and they will give you an alumnus contact in the area.





Also, as a student member of Alpha Omega, you are entitled to greatly reduced international alumni dues up to your first three years out (based on how many years you were a student member). During those first years, or as a postgraduate student, you pay only student dues to belong to Alpha Omega International as an alumnus. Most alumni chapters have similar waivers for chapter dues during those first years.





Remember, you're already a FULL member of Alpha Omega.  Remember to continue your membership into your alumni years because with our many membership benefit programs aimed at alumni, "Alpha Omega doesn't cost - it pays."





Publications





As a student member, you should be receiving the same publications that Alumni receive and also the "Arouser."  This is published twice a year and is geared towards students and young alumni.  In it you will find announcements of special programs of interest to students and news from other student chapters. It is a great way to see what other students are doing successfully, so you can incorporate these ideas into your own chapter's programs.  It is also where you will find ads from the Practice and Associate Registry.  This can be an invaluable aid in your employment search before graduation.





You should be receiving the Arouser (two per year), the Alpha Omegan (four per year) and the Alpha Omega Newsletter (three per year).  If not, contact Headquarters.  Just as a reminder, whenever you move, please put Alpha Omega International on your list to receive address corrections.  This is especially important when you graduate.  








General Info for All Members





     The Alpha Omega Membership Brochure allows all members to receive a brief history of the organization along with short essays entitled, “What is Alpha Omega?" and “What Does Alpha Omega Do For Me?" It is very brief reading, and gives wonderful general knowledge about our organization.





     Our Pledge Handbook is mailed to every new initiate when they become a new member in Alpha Omega.  It is encouraged that every AO member have one of these in their possession. It contains a brief history of Alpha Omega and explains our coat-of-arms.  It also includes the Creed of Alpha Omega, and explanation of the AO  Foundation  and  a  statement  of  the membership policy of Alpha Omega.  It explains the organizational structure of AO and the length of term that the International Officers will serve. Finally, it also has short explanations of the programs that AO offers to students.





News You Can Use!
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looking  for,  start  using  the Directory    of    Postgraduate Programs. This manual is one of the   best benefits 


 for our members looking toward


residencies.  It lists, by specialty, names of AO alumni who are associated  with  postgraduate programs all over North America. It is continually updated with names of members who may be of assistance in your application and interview 


 process.   While knowing someone in the program is obviously no guarantee of getting into the program, a


friendly face at an interview can certainly help. You can request both publications from Headquarters.











Help for Chapter Presidents





If you're a chapter president, you NEED this manual.  You  should have gotten it from the previous president, but if  you didn't, call HQ and get it now.  It begins with an introduction to AO and the Creed, history, membership policies, 				organizational structure, the AO  				Foundation, and  much more--all the things 				that your members will expect you to explain 				to them.  It will help explain how your 				chaptershould function from officer positions 				and duties,  to the agendas and the 				parliamentary procedures which can 				make your meetings successful.  Directions for ordering needed supplies (such as certificates and senior diplomas) are  given.  Help yourself and your chapter by taking the time  to read through this manual and increase your knowledge of  Alpha Omega.











