Tips on Planning a Fundraiser

Chapters should consider fundraising when they want to raise funds for a specific purpose, whether is be for internal chapter use (i.e. sending delegates to international convention or seminars, hosting special events) or as a charitable contribution.

Here are a few things you will want to establish during the planning process: 

· PURPOSE 
Why are we raising the funds?  (People want to know where their money is going, and it should be for a good cause) 

· FINANCIAL GOALS 
How much do we need to raise?  How much do we want to raise?  How much can we anticipate raising with the proposed activity? 

· INITIAL COST 
How much will it cost to produce this fund raiser?   Do we have the money in our account to cover the front-end costs of the project? 

· EFFECTIVENESS 
Will the idea work? 
Can we really raise money doing this fund raiser? Will we at least break even? 
Take the time choose fund raisers which could be effective, and take the time to plan and publicize them properly. 

Before you start planning a labor-intensive, financially risky event, make sure you have addressed all other funding opportunities.  Here are some suggestions to consider: 

· EVALUATE YOUR BUDGET!  Can you cut expenses from other items you have budgeted for?  This may be the easiest way to "internally fund raise"! 

· Co-Sponsorships with other clubs/organizations/departments at school or in your city.

If you have decided that you want to coordinate a fund raising event, start thinking of some possible activities you could coordinate. 

Be sure to contact local dental supply companies for food and sponsorship of your events.

Here are some fundraising ideas to get you started:

· Food/Bake sales - Bagel Breakfasts

· Food sales at events 

· Apparel sales – “I love AO” t-shirts, Alpha Omega gear sales, tooth-shaped cutting boards, mugs
· Car Wash

· Sports tournament with alumni chapter

· Raffles

· End of the year formal event with alumni

· Wine-tasting evening

· Protective eyewear sales
· Entertainment Book sales
Good Luck!

